THE FLIGHT TO INDIA
Fair, we found not only efficient and energetic preparations in
hand for our expedition, but the warmest and most cordial
hospitality, from Mr. Dain, the Commissioner, downwards.
"We flew on, the forty miles to Purnea, to find the land-
ing ground akeady levelled and work well in hand on the
hangars.
"The hospitality and kindness of the people of Purnea
rivalled that of Bhagalpur, from Rajas and broad-acred planters
down to the humblest peasants, who made gay paper triumphal
arches, decorated widi very creditable aeroplanes of tinsel.
"So good were all arrangements that were being made on our
behalf, that we were soon able to fly back to Karachi to bring up
the big Wesdands for their battle with those elemental forces.
"Allahabad was our first night's stop on the return journey.
Here to our misfortune, after we had lashed down our aeroplane
for the night, a sudden and terrific storm arose in a few moments.
Gusts of wind at over eighty miles an hour tore down hundreds
of trees, unroofed buildings, and plunged the city in darkness.
We were then in the Police Chiefs house, eight miles from the
aerodrome, arranging for a guard for the machine, when the
sudden tempest came up out of a cloudless evening sky. Hasten-
ing back in alarm we found the machine uprooted from the
great blocks of concrete, the thick hemp mooring ropes snapped,
and the graceful little aeroplane, which had been lifted bodily
and high into the air, a pathetic crumpled wreck.
"So we made our way sadly by train to Delhi, where a
generous Indian gentleman, Mr. Chawla, who had earned
fame by being the first Indian to fly himself out to India, lent us
his own Puss Moth, at a moment's notice.
"It is enough to say that this was characteristic of the warm-
hearted attitude of India towards our expedition.
"Meanwhile, Etherton had been invited by the Maharaja of
Nepal to the fine and seldom visited capital of Khatmandu, to
attend the coronation festivities there, the story of which is told
elsewhere.
"His Highness was kind enough now to renew to him his
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